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Watch the YouTube Video and answer the following questions or fill in the gaps:

https://youtu.be/jS3RrGu_2ao 

1. The ESB was built:		a) in the late 1920s.
b) in the early 1930s.
c) in the mid-1930s.

2. Including the land, the construction of the ESB cost
a) 40,948,009dollars.
b) 40.984.009 dollars.
c) 40,948,900 dollars.
d) 49,048,900 dollars.

3. Its height is			a) less than1,453 feet.
b) exactly 1,453 feet.
c) over 1,453 feet.

4. The entrance for visitors is at 
a) 20 West 13th Street.
b) 20 West 34th Street.
c) 12 West 13th Street.
d) 12 East 34th Street

5. In the lobby of the entrance hall, there is a ___________ storey model of the ESB.

6. There are ___________ lifts for the visitors.

7.  Sporty visitors can also take the ___________ steps up. 

8. The record holder climbed the steps in ___________ minutes ___________ seconds.

9. If you are lucky, you can see for ___________ miles into ___________ neighbouring states from the viewing decks.

10. There is a more sheltered spot on the ___________ floor.

11. Until ___________, the ESB was the highest building in the world.
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	Need a brush-up on how to say numbers and figures in English? Then take a look at our reference material, a selection of which you can find under: https://www.antipolis.de/de/angebote/unterrichtsspektrum-fremdsprachen/beispiele-von-unterrichtsmaterialien
Which we have made available to the general public to whet their appetite for more of our excellent teaching materials.








     
 Key:    1) b          2) c          3) c          4) b         5) 2-storey          6) 73        7) 1,576                            8) 9 minutes 33 seconds         9) for 80 miles into 5 states         10) 102nd         11) 1973

The Empire State Building - Transscript

Do you sometimes dream of sipping champagne on top of the Empire State Building, looking out at the Manhattan skyline? Perhaps to celebrate your 30th, 40th or 50th birthday? No problem, only if you are no older than 90.

For it was in the spring of 1930 that work began on digging the foundations for this outstanding building. Some 3,000 workers built an average of 4.5 floors per week, and construction took only one year and 45 days, which is more than 7 million man-hours.
 
But before we take our virtual tour of the Empire State Building and learn about its history as well as some fascinating statistics, let me introduce myself: My name is Jane Riester, and I’ve been working for Antipolis down south in Swabia for over 15 years now. 
So, when I started teaching, the Empire State Building had already been a famous New York landmark for almost 80 years.

It was built in the middle of the time known as the Great Depression at a cost of almost 25 million dollars. If you include the land, that figure goes up to 40,948,900 dollars. But the building was actually completed for about half the estimated cost! Tell that to our politicians nowadays! 

When it was completed, it was the tallest building in the world. So how high was that exactly in the 1930s? To English native speakers, 1,453 feet, 8 and 9/166th of an inch, to be precise. You would most probably say that’s roughly 443 m. Architect William Lamb was tasked with its design, and building contractors Starrett Brothers and Eken were responsible for the actual construction work. The company later went on to build the almost equally famous Trump Tower. 

But back to the present. Today, we’re standing at the entrance for visitors to the Observatory at 20 West 34th Street. Let’s go inside. This new entrance was the first renovation work to be undertaken since 1931, and it’s supposed to make visiting the building a lot easier. The new lobby is quite awe-inspiring, with all its pictures of 90 years of history and its highlight, the two-storey architectural model of the tower. But it’s mainly designed to channel the flow of visitors through to the lifts and combines state-of-the-art technology with the original, charming Art Deco design. 

So, we’ve got our tickets. Security screening is like at the airport. OK, we’re done. Let’s head for one of the 73 lifts. Oh, we’re in the US, where they’re called elevators, of course. Our next stop is the 86th floor. Or would you prefer to climb the 1,576 steps like the competitors in the Empire State Building Run-Up, as the annual race up the stairs to the Main Deck is called? The record time, incidentally, is 
9 minutes, 33 seconds!

Here we are – 1,050 feet above ground. The weather conditions are perfect today, and we can see for 80 miles into the 5 neighbouring states. Did you know that if you get married on the 80th floor on Valentine’s Day, you receive free admission to the Observatory on the 14th of February every year? 

Although it’s a clear day, there’s more than just a light breeze, as we’re only standing behind a high protective fence. Most people love to feel the wind in their hair, but it’s not everyone’s cup of tea! So, if you’d rather look out from a more sheltered spot, you can go up another 200 feet to the 102nd floor. On the Top Deck, as they call it, you are protected by sturdy, floor-to-ceiling windows. 

You might not know that there's yet another – 'secret' –deck one floor further up which is accessible only to those “in the know” and for celebrity photo shoots. But unless you have a strong head for heights, it is terrifying. Only a low wall protects you from a long fall. This deck was originally intended as a docking station for airships like the “Hindenburg”, which were thought to be the future of travel in the '30s. Who knows if this would have been such a popular idea with passengers, given that you can only reach the deck by a series of steep steel ladders! Critics and sceptics claim that the deck was only built to outdo the Chrysler Building and so get into the record books! The Empire State Building in fact held onto its No. 1 status until the opening in 1973 of the twin towers of the World Trade Center.

Anyway, you don’t need to go any further than the one hundred and second floor; the view from here is truly breath-taking. What a fantastic building and an unforgettable experience!
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